May 2007

JUN 10, 2 PM FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 120 FRIEND ST. AMESBURY, MA, chairperson Sam Baily
ARMS TRADE - Movie LORD OF WAR

JUL 22, 6:30 PM CONG. AHAVAS ACHIM, chairperson Rabbi Stanley Sadinsky
GENOCIDE - Movie GHOSTS OF RWANDA

AUG 12, 2PM Belleville Church, chairperson WhitneyErskine
AIDS/HIV - Movie FACING AIDS

SEP 16, 2 PM BELLEVILLE CHURCH, chairperson Helen Hatcher
UN Peace Event- MovilPEACE ONE DAY

OCT TBA: UNITARIAN CHURCH, chairperson Rob Burnham
Millennium Goals, Volunteer Job Fair

NOV TBA: Discussion and Planning Meeting for 2008 ®bgram

If you would like to become involved with any ofelprograms, email
povertyprog_]ram@g_]mail.com.

ARMS TRADE
June 10, 2 PM, Friends Meetinghouse, Amesbury

Sam Baily, chairperson, will give a brief overvien arms trade throughout the world, followed
by the movie Lord of War, and a discussion follogvthe movie.

Lord of War: One man demonstrates how to get rich selling wamations the tools of their deadly trade in this
dark comedy drama. Yuri Orlov (Nicholas Cage) ipportunistic businessman who stumbled into a goite
after the end of the Cold War and the collapsdef3oviet Union. Huge caches of Soviet weaponsrbeevailabld
at bargain prices (and even for free if one wamive stealing), and as literally billions of dodlavorth of Soviet
military technology disappeared, it began finditggway into the hands of weapons dealers eageliti ® the
highest bidder. Orlov was one such dealer who fqledty of buyers for guns and military gear intab¢e Third
World nations, who paid cash and didn't appred@menany questions. Orlov's exploits in the armsitmss quickly
made him a very rich man, but they've also ledbtoesunwanted attention from Jack Valentine (Ethawke), an
Interpol agent who is convinced Orlov isn't playlmgthe rules. Inspired by a true story. ~ Mark DrmAll Movie
Guide
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NEWSLETTER: Letters to the editor, articles, calendar eventg beasubmitted by the 5y mail: 280 High
Street, Newburyport, MA or email: povertyprogram@uancom. If you would like to receive the newslette stop
receiving it, please contact us.

WEBSITE: Charities: if you would like to be listed or linked, or lisblunteer or donation needs, please emajl
(povertyprogram@gmail.com) or call Catherine at-@88-0507. Event®or the calendar may be submitted at arly
time but if you would like to be listed in the ndetser, please submit by the™1.5
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May Human Rights

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (AbbreviatedVersion)
Right to Equality, Freedom from Discrimination, Right to Life, Liberty, Personal Security , Freedom fom Slavery,
Freedom from Torture and Degrading Treatment, Rightto Recognition as a Person before the Law, RighbtEquality
before the Law, Right to Remedy by Competent Tribual, Freedom from Arbitrary Arrest and Exile, Right to Fair Public
Hearing, Right to be Considered Innocent until Proen Guilty, Freedom from Interference with Privacy, Family, Home
and Correspondence, Right to Free Movement in andub of the Country, Right to Asylum in other Countries from
Persecution, Right to a nationality and Freedom tadChange Nationality, Right to Marriage and Family, Rght to Own
Property, Freedom of Belief and Religion, Freedom foOpinion and Information, Right of Peaceful Assemby and
Association, Right to Participate in Government and-ree Elections, Right to Social Security, Right t®esirable Work and
Join Trade Unions, Right to Rest and Leisure, Rightto Adequate Living Standard, Right to Education, Rght to
Participate in the Cultural Life of the Community, Right to a Social Order that Articulates this Docunent, Community
Duties Essential to Free and Full Development, Fredem from State or Personal Interference in the aboy Rights
Rob Burnham gave an excellent introduction to thimths’ presentation on Human Rights and Child iscdd He
presented information on the Declaration of Humagh® signed into law at the UN in 1948, when therld/
declared “never again” will the world stand by ailbw a genocide. Unfortunately and shamefullpcsithen we
have had the Cambodian killing fields, Bosnia, Rearand now Darfur - as the world stands by. Tleesats have
been publicized. What isn't in the public eye aschnis the use of children in armed conflicts,reated at over 300
thousand children, some children are as youngvelso3are stolen during the night or abducted duniilgary raids;
brutalized themselves; forced to commit atrociseghat they, themselves, won't be slaughtered,tlagid they are
fed drugs to make them more compliant and to numlmtfrom what they will be forced to do. They aended
machetes, AK-47s and sent off to battle to comrtibcities themselves, to walk through fields ofdamines,
clearing the field of land mines by being blown upirls as young as eight are used as concubimakdsoldiers.

"We were told to kill people by forcing them toysita their homes while we burned them down.
We even had to bury some alive. One day, my friands were forced by our commanders
to kill a family, to cut up their bodies and to ¢la¢m ... My life is lost. | have nothing to liee.f
At night, | can no longer sleep. | keep thinkifighmse horrible things | have seen and done whead a soldier.”

~ Kalami, 15 years of age, a six-year veteran & ohthe armed groups in eastern DRC.
http://blogs.amnestyusa.org/student-activism/aref#006/11/08/1eldliOuwnit3.htm

It is difficult to imagine what these children hawénessed. It is difficult to imagine what these been forced to
do. It is difficult to imagine being a parent anaving your child stolen and knowing the horrorst tyaur child is
enduring. It is difficult to imagine a world whethis is even happening. Here, safe in our homesne of the
wealthiest nations on earth, it is a world apattvwhich for these children, the horrors are moantheal and these
horrors will haunt them throughout their life. Thas hope for these children in the form of religion centers
which have been started in many of the countriesra/tthere is
UN MAP OF CHILD SOLDIERS conflicts that use children soldiers. The movdd®o Child, that
was shown during this months’ presentation is abaut
rehabilitation center in Uganda that is successfiielping these
children forgive themselves as well as helping @anite these
child soldiers with their families and reintegrateem back into

FAddy society. There is one image from the movie thataiemwith you
f B SR | - it is the image of the little 4 year old child ede hands were

1 i, *‘”‘i‘ burned off in front of her parents to make them ptynwith the
: f g 4 P rebels. As a parent, as a grandparent, it is lmhthagine having

i the ability to forgive some of the atrocities thhese children
soldiers have perpetuated - especially if they veamamitted not
by your own child, but to your child. It is a sedarching
guestion that each of us needs to ask ourselvesmuld we be

able to forgive? Soldier Child is a story of fargmess of self, of yourself and the grace of tifieofiforgiveness by
others that makes this such a powerful movie.

For an excellent in-depth article on child soldiersgo to Amnesty International’'s website and read DR:
Children at war, creating hope for the future http://www.amnestyusa.org/document.php?lang=e&id=ENEAFR620172006
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Facts About Child Soldiers, Human Rights Watch:
Although there are no exact figures, hundreds ofisands of children under the age of 18 serve vemmnent forces
or armed rebel groups. Some are as young as eigid pld.
Since 2001, the participation of child soldiers haen reported in 21 on-going or recent armed wsfin almost
every region of the world.
Children are uniquely vulnerable to military re¢naént because of their emotional and physical imnitsgt They are
easily manipulated and can be drawn into violeheg they are too young to resist or understand.
Technological advances in weaponry and the pralif@n of small arms have contributed to the incedasse of child
soldiers. Lightweight automatic weapons are sintpleperate, often easily accessible, and can ke lmsehildren as
easily as adults.
Children are most likely to become child soldidrghey are poor, separated from their familiespldised from their
homes, living in a combat zone or have limited asde education.
Many children join armed groups because of econamisocial pressure, or because children beliesettte group
will offer food or security. Others are forciblyoreiited, "press-ganged"” or abducted by armed groups
Both girls and boys are used as child soldiersolme countries, like Nepal, Sri Lanka and Ugandhijrd or more of
the child soldiers were reported to be girls. Imeaconflicts, girls may be raped, or given to railt commanders as
"wives."
Once recruited, child soldiers may serve as porersooks, guards, messengers or spies. Many assex into
combat, where they may be forced to the front limesent into minefields ahead of older troops. Samildren have
been used for suicide missions.
Children are sometimes forced to commit atrocitigainst their own family or neighbors. Such pragibelp ensure
that the child is "stigmatized" and unable to rettar his or her home community.
In some countries, former child soldiers have axtesehabilitation programs to help them locawrtfamilies, get
back into school, receive vocational training, aggnter civilian life. However, many children hawe access to such
programs. They may have no way to support themselud are at risk of re-recruitment
In 2000, the United Nations adopted an Optionaltda to the Convention on the Rights of the Child the
involvement of children in armed conflict. The protl prohibits the forced recruitment of childremder the age of 18
or their use in hostilities. To date, it has beatified by more than 110 countries.
The ILO Convention on the Worst Forms of Child Lalpoohibits the forced or compulsory recruitmentcbfldren
under the age of 18 for use in armed conflictals been ratified by over 150 countries.
http://hrw.org/campaigns/crp/fact_sheet.html

Thanks to the many people who made this programas  uccess!

CONGRATULATIONS TO WHITTIER VOCATION TECHNICAL SCHO OL
ALL THEIR SENIORS AND JUNIORS HAVE PASSED THE MCASIOT SOME - ALL!

Thank you to the Commission on Diversity and Tolera nce for awarding the Poverty Program
a mini-grant which will be used to pay for our wiéspovertyprogram.com, postage and photocopyinthe
newsletter. Cynthia Peirce did our grant applarati thank you, Cynthia!

WEBSITE UPDATE: If you do a google search for “poverty prograntir vebsite comes up on the first page.
We are 8 out of a possible 36,900,000 sites!

Amnesty International’'s Merrimac Valley Local Group 708
invites you to join our group to defend prisoners bconscience throughout the world on the third Thusday of
every month at 7 PM. The next meeting is June 22007 at the First Religious Society Unitarian, 26 [Basant
Street, Newburyport, MA  01950. For more informatin, contact: Steven Brzozowski,
sbrzozowski@gmail.conor Rob Burnham, 603-501-9549.

Local groups are community-based volunteers whdwera team for the promotion of human rights. Téreyrepresentatives of
Amnesty International in their communities. Theyrkavith local media, lobby public officials, prodeicevents, work in
coalition with other organizations, and raise mofegyAlUSA. Local groups work on Al's human rigltampaigns, action files,
and also adopt cases of individual prisoners okciemce.

Amnesty International was founded in London in 198innesty International is a Nobel Prize-winningaggroots activist
organization with over 2 million members worldwidAmnesty International undertakes research andradibcused on
preventing and ending grave abuses of the righghisical and mental integrity, freedom of conscéeand expression, and
freedom from discrimination, within the contextitsf work to promote all human rights. Amnesty Intional USA (AIUSA) is
the U.S. Section of Amnesty International.



PETTINGILL HOUSE & SALVATION ARMY

Poverty in our area is increasing. Please help.
The Pettingill House and Salvation Army are servingre people this year - more than 12,000 more snagl
Pettingill House - and are in need of our assigtancestocking their pantries. Please make a taoneonation or
donate food (pasta & sauce, canned goods, mac &sehéguice, cooking oil, condiments) or toiletrgnits to these
organizations. The Salvation Army can also acéesh and frozen fruit and vegetables.

An article on MSNBC Hitp://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18488538€lates the findings of a study about happinessdarih
good. Their conclusio®OING GOOD MAKES YOU FEEL GOQOD!

Help Stop the Use of Child Soldiers
Write to US members of Congress, urging them to co-  sponsor the

Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2007.
Dear Senator/Representative:
I am greatly concerned about the thousands of i@mild/ho are exploited each day in state-run armigsmilitaries and rebel groups around
the world. Called “child soldiers," they serve asmbatants, porters, human mine detectors and aeessITheir health and lives are endangered
and their childhood’s are sacrificed.

Senators Durbin (D-IL) and Brownback (R-KS) haveaduced theChild Soldier Prevention Act of 2007 (S. 117%p encourage governments
to disarm, demobilize and rehabilitate child saisliftom government forces and government-suppgéedmilitaries by restricting various
forms of U.S. military assistance provided to thgseernments until they end any involvement in thiactice. According to U.S. government
data, the United States provides military assiganmine governments that fall into this categdie bill is strategic and allows that countries
that take concrete steps to demobilize child soddie eligible for U.S. assistance solely for thefgssionalization of their armed forces for up
to two years before any additional prohibitionsassistance would be imposed. The bill providedrtiesident with the authority to waive
prohibitions if he determines that such a waivenithe best interests of the United States. Mageahe bill encourages the United States to
work with the international community to bring testice armed rebel groups that kidnap childreruger as soldiers.

Rightly, this bill is directed at national governmte that receive U.S. military assistance to hieg professionalize their forces and to ensure
that U.S. taxpayer dollars are not used to findheeexploitation of children in armed conflict.
This is an important issue for my family and marde you to cosponsor this important bill.

I look forward to your reply. Thank you. - Your iMa.

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
If you would like to submit a question for candiglsin the upcoming election, the Poverty Progralinswbmit to
each candidate a selected list of questions andafidke responses on the website. To submittopres email
povertyprogram@gmail.com, or mail them to 280 Hg&ifeet, Newburyport, MA. Please put “candidatestjoas”
in the subject line.

The Universe in a Single AtomThe Convergence of Science and Spirituality byHHitiness the Dalai
Lama. Science versus religion, Faith versus Realtow can we, as individuals reconcile these segimpolar
opposites? This is a thought-provoking book wigisks us to look into ourselves, our own beliefs lané for
similarities with others in order to create a wosldere we honor the differences and all strive éokwtogether to
serve and better humanity.

To Catch a Fire: This is a true story about what makes a freedohtdigor terrorist, and how a person is
defined by who is looking at the person and thenevé is a look at what events trigger a man lpeiog a freedom
fighter and later a political prisoner. It is thiry of the life of Patrick Chamusso, set in t88Q's during
Apartheid.




Events must be submitted by the 20 " of each month.

WEEKLY PEACE RALLY
Every Sunday at noon at Market Square.

PEACE MONTH FAMILY CELEBRATION
May 31, Peace Pole, Boardwalk, Newburyport

UN INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE DAY
JUNE 20

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL MEETING
JUNE 21, 7 PM (THIRD THURSDAY MONTHLY)

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDRAISER
JUNE 26, 5:30 FLATBREAD, AMESBURY
SHALUPE FOUNDATION

CONGOLESE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
JUNE 30, 3-11:30, ST. MICHAEL'’S, LYNN, MA
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 781-595-9342

LIVE AID CONCERT
JULY 1 http://liveearth.msn.com/

POVERTY PROGRAM GENOCIDE
JULY 22 Ghosts of Rwanda, Ahavas Achim

THE DARFUR/DARFUR EXHIBIT
COMING TO BOSTON SEPTEMBER 7, 2007
Samantha Powers to speak, YoYoMa will do a closingjece.
DARFUR/DARFUR is a traveling exhibit of digitallyrpjected changing images that provide visual edocabout
the richly multi-cultural region while exposing therrors of the ongoing humanitarian crisis. datéufur.org,
http://www.thedevilcameonhorseback.com/home.html
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Save the Children
Art Contest

You can enter this contest at any time and as @féeyou wish. For more information, go to the S#eeChildren
website athttp://www.savethechildren.org/get-involved/kids-an d-youth/kids-art-contest/

Children’s Editor
The Poverty Program Newsletter is looking for edifeeporters either an individual or group of yoyweople who
would like to work together to write, edit, and tdinute articles, pictures to this section of tlesweletter. Please
email povertyprogram@gmail.com or call 978-463-08G/0u are interested.




Wisdom from the Past

"Where, after all, do universal human rights begim®mall places, close to homea close and so s
that they cannot be seen on any maps of the wygtl.they are the world of the individual perso
neighborhood he lives in; the school or collegattends; the factory, farm, or office where he vgoi&uc
are the places where every man, woman, and chdlissequal justice, equal opportunity, equal di
without discrimination. Unless these rigtave meaning there, they have little meaning aryaitho
concerted citizen action to uphold them close tméowe shall look in vain for progress in the |
world." Eleanor Roosevelt

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
by Catherine Yesair Gould

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) habeen signed and ratified by 192 countries.

Is the United States one of the 192 countries? Mudb our disgrace, no. We've sighed but it hasn't\een
come before the Senate to be ratified!

We are the only country, who can ratify this treaty that has not done so.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is amfinational document that began in 1979, took 10syadraft
and is a “comprehensive human rights treaty fodebin”. The treaty was unanimously agreed to leyUiN General
Assembly in 1989, and became international law 9801 17 years ago. It has been ratified by all wleeld’s
governments, EXCEPT SOMALIA AND THE USA! What doetification mean? It means that “governments
commit themselves to ensuring that children growrupafe and supportive conditions, with acceskigh quality
education and health care, and a good standariving.| It means governments agree to protect childirom
discrimination, sexual and commercial exploitataord violence, and to take particular care of orphamd young
refugees.”

The Child Rights Campaign website states the fatigupwww.childrightscampaign.org):

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC):
The Convention sets out a child's rights in 54ci&8 and two optional “protocols', or extra prowiss. It is
guided by four fundamental principles:
- A child should not suffer discrimination
A child's best interests should be at the top efagenda when decisions affecting them are being
made.
A child should have the right to survive and depel®his includes the right to mental and
physical well-being.
Children should be free to express their views. thede views should be taken into account in all
matters that affect them.
Built on varied legal systems and cultural traditgy the Convention on the Rights of the Child isnaversally
agreed set of non-negotiable standards and obligeti It spells out the basic human rights that dreih
everywhere -- without discrimination -- have.
the right to survival,
the right to develop to the fullest,
the right to protection from harmful influencesualke and exploitation, and
the right to participate fully in family, culturand social life.
Every right spelled out in the Convention is intmgre® the human dignity and harmonious developroémvery
child. Two Optional Protocols, on the involvemehthildren in armed conflict and on the sale ofldren, child
prostitution and child pornography, were adoptedsteengthen the provisions of the Convention irs¢hareas.
They entered into force, respectively on Febru&y2D02 and January 18, 2002.

Why is it important that the US ratify this agreett®e Several reason but one that stands out ighkat/SA, is
supposed to be a world leader and by not ratififiigyagreement we are not setting a good examgteetavorld; we
are not actively participating in promoting andatheg a better world for our children and the cteld of the world.
Are we not signing the agreement because of owldrelm, American children, have no need for suchgneement?
Sadly, American children are amongst the highaspéwerty, hunger and infant mortality rates in ihaustrialized
world. Some statistics:

3 American children die every day from abuse arglawe.

Almost 75% of all murders of children in developwtions are American children.
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Of the industrialized nations, only Mexico has mohddren living in poverty

So, as citizens, what can we do? Write our sesatod demand that the CRC be brought before tmehnaified.
This country must take a stand on human rightessespecially for the children but we need to labRLL of our
policies, actions that have diminished our glolbahding in the world in regards to human rightsiéss If we can't
ratify a treaty on Children’s Rights that protectsldren from not to being abused, what does thgtabout our
nation and where we are heading? If we want tevsm considered as world leaders, then it is torgtdrt making
policies that are reflective of moral leadership.
FACTS:

73 million children in the USA. Since 1960, themmher of children has increased by 7%, and sinced 196

federal spending on children has decreased 17%.

1 in 5 children live in poverty; 40 % of childreive in low-income families; highest poverty rate fhildren -

30% - Washington, DC.

900,000 to 1.4 million children experience homeatess each year.

US has the worst child poverty statistics of tharRustrialized nations.

US has the highest teen pregnancy rate of thediirialized nations.

US has the worst child mortality rates of the 2duistrialized nations.

US has the highest child abuse death rate of thedtrialized nations.

US has the worst math literacy scores for 15 y&ds of the 24 industrialized nations.

30% of 8" graders do not read at af grade reading level.

National graduation rate is only 68% in 2001.
For more information: http://www.childrightscampaigrg/files/pdf/facts you should know.pdf

PANOS (http://www.panos.org/history/index.asp) is a dgreeebsite of pictures, information and inspiration.
“Twenty years after the creation of Panos, theowisif a global network of institutes striving towara common

goal - ensuring that information is effectively dde foster public debate, pluralism and democratgs become a
reality.”

&&

Bring Cloth Bags to the Market
Using your own cloth bag instead of plastic or papgs reduces waste and requires no additionajjgne
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