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Two cups of coffee, $8, can feed a child for an ent ire month. Help end poverty!  

 
DRC  

·  One-fourth size of USA. 
·  Numerous natural resources: cobalt, copper, niobium, tantalium, petroleum, industrial & gem 

diamonds, gold, silver, zinc, manganese, tin, coltan, uranium, coal, hydropower, natural gas, timber.   
·  Natural hazards: flooding, droughts, volcanic activity. 
·  Environmental issues: poaching threatens wildlife populations; water pollution; refugees responsible 

for significant deforestation; soil erosion; mineral mining causing environmental damage.�

DRC PROBLEMS 
·  Banking system vulnerable to money laundering due to corruption and lack of supervision. 
·  Large number of refugees from surrounding countries. 
·  Continued fighting between rebel forces, tribal forces and militia forces. 
·  Minimal phone service or other technological services. 
·  External debt (2003) 10.6 billion; Aid 2.2 billion (2003). 9% inflation rate. 
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DRC HISTORY 

·  Became independent from Belgium in 1960. 
·  After Independence, name changed to Zaire. 
·  President Mobuto was “elected”; held the Presidency for 32 years by brute force. 
·  1997 Mobuto government toppled by rebellion led by Laurent Kabila. 
·  Kabila changed the name from Zaire to Democratic Republic of Congo. 
·  1998 Kabila’s government was challenged by an insurrection led by troops from Rwanda & Uganda. 
·  Troops from Angola, Namibia, Sudan & Zimbabwe intervened on behalf of the Kinshasa regime.  

Cease fire signed in 1999. 
·  Kabila assassinated in 2001; his son Joseph Kabila named head of state. 
·  Oct. 2002, Rwandan forces evacuated DRC and Kabila established a government of national unity. 
·  Transitional government set up in 2003 with Kabila president, 4 VPs representing ex-fighting factions. 
·  Kabila inaugurated 12/06 by disputed election.�

DRC PEOPLE 

·  Since 1998 4 million people have died from famine, conflict violence, disease. 
·  Homes, schools, markets, hospitals have been looted and destroyed. 
·  1,200 people die daily from epidemics and conflicts. 
·  Estimated 8,000 children remain as child soldiers.�
·  3 million people have been injured by land mines and other unexploded munitions. 
·  Literacy: 65.5%. 26.9 gross school enrollment ratio. 4.4 million children not in school. 
·  1.1 million with HIV; 5% of population. 
·  31% of children under 5 are underweight. 
·  Life expectancy 44. 
·  Births per woman: 6.7.  High maternal mortality rate. 
·  Infant mortality rate 129 per 1,000. 
·  16% of children under 5 have severe malnutrition. 
·  Measles immunization rate (’04) 64%. 
·  42% urban access to sanitation.  54% don’t have access to clean water. Only 37% of population have 

phone access. 
·  80% of population live on less than $1 a day.�

DRC: The tangled web of players in the region 
·  Hutu Interhamwe militia - mostly from Rwanda and responsible for 1994 genocide of Tutsis in Rwanda  
·  Former Hutu members of the Rwandan military - also responsible for 1994 genocide of Tutsis in Rwanda  
·  Mai Mai - group of traditional Congolese local security forces  
·  These groups operate inside the DRC supporting the government "often as guerrillas operating inside territory held 

by antigovernment forces" (U.S. State 2001)  
·  Libya - provides arms and logistical support but no troops  
·  Rwanda - supports Congolese Rally for Democracy based in Goma (RCD/Goma) and Congolese Rally for 

Democracy based in Bunia (RCD/Goma); majority Tutsi  
·  North Korea - sent advisors to train government troops  
·  Uganda - supports the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC); mainly non-Tutsi  
·  Burundi - fights against various Hutu groups based in the DRC that are against the Tutsi-led Burundi government  
·  Angola - supports the government of the DRC  
·  Namibia - supports the government of the DRC  
·  Zimbabwe - supports the government of the DRC  
·  Sudan - supports the Alliance of Democratic Forces (ADF); Ugandan expatriates against the government of 

Uganda  
·  For more information: 

http://www.saferaccess.org/documents/Synopsis%20of%20Armed%20Groups%20and%20Political%20Parties%2
0in%20the%20DRC.pdf 



ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE FROM MINING 

·  Forest clearance to build camps for miners and workers, provide firewood for camps, access to coltan. 
·  Pollution of streams by silt from washing (panning)  process causing reduced fish in lakes and rivers. 
·  Erosion during rains leading to land slides.  
·  Hunting of animals for bush meat to feed miners and camp followers. Animals maimed or killed after 

escaping from traps. Disturbance of animals due to large number of people in the forests. 
·  De-barking trees to make panning trays to wash/slosh the coltan. Cutting of reeds to make baskets to 

carry the coltan. 
·  Loss of crucial animals in the region such as elephants and apes.  Some on the endangered list. 
·  Potential toxic pollution from the coltan run off, possible birth defects, environmental damage.  

SOME HEADLINES OF THE PAST MONTH 

·  Killings of mountain gorillas in Congo prompt UN probe 
http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/africa/07/27/congo.gorillas/index.html 

·  Violence against women "beyond rape" in Congo - UN 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L30471668.htm 

·  Rwanda anger at Congo rebel move http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6947399.stm 

·  Congo peace keepers helped gold smugglers -UN report 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L10187885.htm 

·  UN Accuses Rwanda of Arming Rebel Leader http://www.guardian.co.uk/rwanda/story/0,,2162994,00.html 

·  More Congolese feel fighting into Uganda: Fresh fighting between the national army and rebels in 
northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo prompted several thousand locals to flee into Uganda 
http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=318353&area=/breaking_news/breaking_news__africa/ 

·  Six new species discovered in Africa NEW YORK — Six new species, discovered in DRC 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20070807.wcongo0807/BNStory/Science/home 

·  Congo confirms deadly ebola outbreak. 167 people killed by fever; WHO urges more doctors in 
quarantined area. http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20722406/ 

·  Women left for dead—and the man who’s saving them In the Congo, where tens of thousands of 
women are brutally raped every year, Dr. Denis Mukwege repairs their broken bodies and souls. 
http://www.glamour.com/news/articles/2007/08/reallifedrama 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

·  Arrange a screening of Street Children of Kinshasa. 
·  Before purchasing electronics, ask if the coltan used in the product is “gorilla safe” and “blood free”. 
·  Financial contributions to the charities that work in the DRC.  Following are some suggestions but this 

list in no way comprises all the charities working in the DRC, and all charities should be researched 
prior to making donations:  World Wildlife Federation, Shalupe Foundation, UNICEF, World Vision, 
The Kinshasa’s Children’s Home, Save Africa’s Children, Pain Quotidien, ONG La Charite Plus, 
Empowering Humanity One by One, Children of Promise International and many others.   

PLEASE CHECK ALL CHARITIES BEFORE MAKING DONATIONS. 
Why the DRC is important :  

Anneke Van Woudenberg, a senior researcher Human Rights Watch:  
"If you want peace in Africa, then you need to deal with  

the biggest country right at its heart." 
Congo Statistics: CIA Factbook, World Bank, Human Development Report, UNICEF 

Coltan: http://www.friendsofthecongo.org/new/coltan.php,  http://www.bornfree.org.uk/uploads/media/coltan.pdf, 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200708161061.html, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coltan, http://www.cellul ar-news.com/coltan/, 
http://www.globalissues.org/Geopolitics/Africa/Articles/TheStandardColtan.asp, http://www.american.edu/TED/ice/congo-

coltan.htm, http://www.un.int/drcongo/war/coltan.htm, http://www.berggorilla.de/english/gjournal/texte/22coltan.html, 
http://www.acts.or.ke/pubs/books/docs/scarcity_chpt4.pdf, http://geology.about.com/od/conflictminerals/a/coltan.htm, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1338646.stm, http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/08/070816-gorillas-congo.html, 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20012315/site/newsweek/  

 PHOTOS: www.wildlifedirect.org, http://dizolele.com/?cat=22 



“As your cell phone rings and you bring it up to 
your ear, a tiny mineral piece from Africa is 
making this call possible: coltan.  This 
commodity, along with other mining products 
from the Congo River Basin, is contributing to 
forest loss and unrest in the region.” WWF 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/07/070723-gorillas-killed.html 

CONGO, COLTAN AND WHY WE SHOULD CARE 
by Catherine Yesair Gould 

Albert Einstein once said: “Technological change is like an ax in the hands of a pathological criminal”.  
How many of you have cell phones?  Or video games? Or computers?  Would it surprise you to realize that 
a key component of most electronics today - from cell phones to computers, contains a rare and valuable 
mineral that has caused the deaths of countless people in the DRC. This mineral has caused the 

deforestation of some of the most pristine and beautiful forests 
and parks on earth, the Ituri forest, the Kahozi-Biega Park, the 
place where Diane Fossey did her famous research on mountain 
gorillas.  The mining for this mineral  has destroyed the habitat of 
the rare, critically endangered Eastern Lowland mountain gorilla 
through forest clearance for timber to build camps, firewood and 
for ease of access to the forest floor.   The streams and rivers of 
the forest have been polluted by the wash off from the mining. 
The erosion from the treeless hills has caused once clear rivers to 
become flows of muddy, contaminated murk which flows into the 
lakes disturbing the delicate balance of aquatic life.   

The home of mountain gorillas are being destroyed and indeed, these rare beautiful creatures have been 
killed for food, called “bush meat” to feed the miners of this mineral.  The Eastern Lowland Gorilla 
population has decreased by 90 percent and the mountain gorilla is almost extinct with only 700 estimated 
remaining.  Of the Eastern Lowland Gorilla, only 3,000 of these majestic gorillas remain and the Eastern 
Lowland Gorilla may be the first extinction whose cause can be directly attributed to war, human greed and 
the pursuit of technologies that are not essential to life - cell phones and video games. 

This mineral has caused instability in the entire region and was a contributing factor in the Rwandan 
genocide, the political instability and violence of 6 neighboring nations, the poverty of the entire region, 
child soldiers, child miners, arms deals and more.   Indeed, some attribute over 4 million deaths to this 
mineral, a mineral called by some, black gold and it’s more precious than oil.   

What is this mineral?  Coltan.  It is a rare mineral that is an electricity and heat conductor. It is also a highly 
toxic substance that should be carefully recycled.   It is mined in much the same way as one would mine for 
gold or diamonds: scrap the surface mud, slosh the water about, and the coltan settles.  Many of the miners 

are children.  Before it can be used, it needs to go through a chemical reaction, 
transforming the ore into a metallic powder.  Only 4 companies in the world are 
capable of doing this process, and one of these companies is American, Cabot 
Corporation, a MA corporation, who is also the largest refiner of Coltan. And as a 
side note, Sam Bodman, former CEO of Cabot, was sworn in 2005 as Secretary of 
Energy under the Bush administration. 

Coltan is used in the batteries of cell phones, electronics - even in fighter jets -  to extend the charge of the 
battery.  However, most of us do not have fighter jets but we, in general, all have cell phones that contain a 
mineral that was pillaged from a country where only a third of the country has phone access.  Indeed in 
2000, with so many people buying cell phones, and play stations, game cubes, game boys the price of 
Coltan jumped from $30 a pound to over $350 a pound, causing many poor farmers to abandon their farms 
and join the black gold rush.  In a country where 10 or 20 dollars a month is normal, these prices represent 
a fortune.  

 

 

 



The DR Congo is not a wealthy nation.  It is one of the poorer African countries due to the political 
instability, in part caused by this mineral.  For those of us who are not from the Congo, this is a country, 
about a quarter the size of the US, that has vast natural resources, indeed some consider it to have the 
largest concentration of natural resources anywhere on earth and with the resources comes the potential for 
great wealth.   
 
But not wealth for the Congolese people, not even wealth for the nation of the DRC, but for surrounding 

countries and foreign corporations.  This is a country 
where the people are poor - since 1998 over 4 million 
people have died from famine, conflicts and preventable 
disease.  Homes, schools, markets and even hospitals 
have been looted and destroyed. There is an estimated 
8,000 children soldiers in the DRC.  An estimated 3 
million men, women and children have been injured by 
land mines.  Over 4 million children are not in school.  A 
third of the children under the age of 5 are underweight.  
The life expectancy is only 44 years.  80% of the 
population lives on less than a dollar a day. 

Coltan mining is not a high labor cost industry for the 
Western companies who need the Coltan - it simply involves digging in the mud.   Over 10,000 men, 
women and children are in forced labor, digging in the mud for Coltan.  The miners are kept feed by groups 
of professional hunters who have killed over 3,000 elephants, rare mountain gorillas and other animals to 

provide “bush meat” for the miners.  The 
danger to the DRC is that 80% of the 
worlds’ coltan is  found in the DRC.  Why 
is that a danger to the DRC and not an 
asset?  You’d think that having such a rare, 
expensive and plentiful mineral deposit 
would be a wonderful find for a poor 
country.  But what if your neighbors, who 
are also poor and desperate, also knew of 
this mineral and wanted to profit from it 
also?   

Since 1998, the DRC has been occupied by 
army troops from Rwanda and Uganda, 
various rebel forces - and the United 
Nations has stated that this mineral largely 
funds the conflicts, the wars, the genocides 
of the region.  Six neighboring countries 
and several rebel groups are all involved in 
the competition for acquiring Coltan, the 
mining, the transportation, the export, the 
marketing, the profit.  Everyone wants a 
piece of the Coltan pie.  The Rwandan 
rebels at one time even collected taxes on 
the Coltan and one year a report states that 
Rwanda made $250 million in 18 months 
from selling Coltan even though there is 
little Coltan in Rwanda! 

The United States has supported the 
Rwandan and Ugandan governments - 

largely as an arm of American corporations who need this mineral.  But America is not the lone Western 
exploiter of the region - Belgium, Dutch, British and German companies and others are also involved and 
they profess ignorance as to the origins of the Coltan that is used in their products.  As one executive said - 

 

 
                   http://journal.heinz.cmu.edu/articles/co 1 



we asked if it was from the DRC and the supplier said no “All we can do is ask”. Not so. One large 
American company is requiring that all the Coltan they purchase must be certified to be “gorilla safe”.   

Tracing coltan from the DRC to our cell phones is not easy:  generally 
involving at least 10 middle men.  The UN Security Council has 
published 3 reports on the exploitation of natural resources in the 
Congo, and have cited 85 international companies for their purchases 
of natural resources from warring factions in the DRC.  Of the 85 
companies, 8 are American owned.  In Jan. of 2003, the UN Security 
Council approved a resolution condemning the illegal exploitation of 
natural resources in the DRC and demanded that countries act 
immediately to stop the abuses.  And an international movement has 
begun under the slogan of “No blood on my cell phone”.   

The comings and goings of the various companies involved in the Coltan industry with connections to arms 
dealers, former Russian KGB, connections to the numerous fighting factions in the area create a maze that 
is difficult to unravel - the Coltan industry makes the movie, Blood Diamonds, look like a PG-rated movie.  
Kofi Akosah-Sarpong, an African journalist states: "Coltan in general terms is not helping the local people. 

In fact, it is the curse of the Congo." There is also some evidence 
that Coltan, a highly toxic mineral, is contaminating the area and 
causing birth defects, never mind the long-term health risks to the 
miners of the Coltan, especially the child miners. 

And what if the industrial world, the rich nations of the world, so 
needed this mineral, that they were willing to look the other way in 
order to acquire this mineral as cheaply as possible in order to 
increase their profits?  What if the people of the rich nations who 
bought the products that contained this mineral were kept in 
ignorance of the blood bath that went into the acquisition of this 
mineral?   I doubt that many in America have even heard of Coltan.  
And indeed, perhaps we would all be more aware of the suffering 
and repercussions of the technology we use if our cell phones and 
video games came with this warning:  This cell phone was created 
with a rare material from Central Africa, mined by slave and child 
labor, the proceeds of which fund war and your purchase of this 
product may cause the extinction of the endangered Lowland 
Mountain Gorilla.  Do you still want to make your purchase?  Is 
convenience and entertainment worth the price paid by the people of 
the DRC and the enormous price of potential extinction to the 

mountain gorilla?  The question that we all need to ask ourselves is what hidden costs to humanity or the 
environment comes with our purchases?  

The coltan black gold rush has brought out the worst in 
people - greed for profit regardless of the costs to 
humanity and heedless of the environmental damage. I 
believe that a world consciousness is rising from the realm 
of imperialism, colonialism, capitalism, exploitation, 
prejudice, intolerance, and greed.  It is up to us, as 
individuals, to demand from corporations that the coltan 
used in the products we purchase be “blood free” and 
“gorilla safe”.   It is each of ours responsibility to ensure 
that our lifestyle is not harming others and as individuals, 
we may not be able to make an enormous change but 
collectively, we can. 
 

 

 

                Image: Altor IGCP Goma �

This cell phone was created withThis cell phone was created with
a rare material from Centrala rare material from Central

Africa, mined by slave and childAfrica, mined by slave and child
labor, the proceeds of whichlabor, the proceeds of which

fund war and your purchase offund war and your purchase of
this product may cause thethis product may cause the

extinction of the endangeredextinction of the endangered
Lowland Mountain Gorilla.Lowland Mountain Gorilla.

Do you still want toDo you still want to
make your purchase?make your purchase?

 



The industrialized world is beginning to see that the exploitation and suffering of the poor and the 
consequences of mindlessly neglecting the environment, are beginning to have repercussions closer to 
home and the more we as individuals learn about such things as Coltan, the more we can work towards 
change.  It is not that individuals in the West don’t care about the child miners in the DRC or don’t care 
about gorillas becoming extinct, it is because we are not aware that there is even such a thing as Coltan.  As 
with the “dolphin safe” tuna campaign, it will take educating the public and educating consumers to ensure 
that cell phones and video games become “gorilla safe”;  that no child slave labor was used in the mining of 
the Coltan; and that no child was sloshing in the mud for a mineral so that another child can be entertained. 

The The 
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of thisof this

The Death The Death 
of theseof these

The The 
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GORILLA TEARS AND MAN’S SHAME  
Excerpts and photos with permission from the Wildli feDirect Blog 

http://www.wildlifedirect.org/blogAdmin/gorilla     Photos: WildlifeDirect (http://www.wildlifedirect. org/) 

THIS IS THE PICTURE 
THAT SHOCKED THE 
WORLD July 28, 2007 

“I was in Goma on the night of 22nd. 
Emmanuel of WildlifeDirect, was in 
Bukima with members of my team, and 
Scott and Brent of Newsweek. They 
heard shots at around 8pm. The next 
day, a patrol went in from the Bikenge 
patrol post and quickly found the bodies 
of three females. It was crushing to hear 
the news. It is the worse thing that can 
happen, when a whole group is 
attacked, and when so many are killed. 
The females were Neeza, Safari and 
Mburanumwe. Safari became famous in 
the newspapers when she had her baby, 
Ndeze, back in February. Unasi also had 
an infant. Mburanumwe was a young 
subadult female, who was pregnant. It is 
a massive blow to our efforts to protect 
the gorillas. It was pouring down with 
rain when the Bukima team arrived. 
Mburanumwe had, for some reason that 
we couldn’t understand, been badly 
burned. I think it must have been done 
to offend us, but I don’t know... It’s 
difficult to get into the minds of people 
who can do a crime as terrible as this.” 
WildlifeDirect Blog July 28,2007  
 

 

“This is part of our 
campaign to let 

the world know we 
are powerless at 
the moment to 
protect these 

animals.”  
Diddy  

 

 

 

 
Safari and Baby Ndeze, now an orphan 



September 11 As of 0830h DR Congo time there is relatively little change in the Gorilla Sector. 
Fighting has still calmed, and rebels and the Congolese army are still present throughout the sector. None 
of my rangers or trackers have yet been able to enter the sector to start evaluating the status of the Gorillas. 
I need more information before I can expose them. I am meeting a Colonel later on today and hope to 
provide you with an update. Norbert Mushenzi 

September 16 & 17  
We suspect in fact that the rebels 
are allowing the Rangers to 
follow Mapuwa and his family 
because they want to try and 
bring in tourists from Rwanda. 
Jomba is right next to the 
Rwandan border, and in our 
neighboring country tourists pay 
$500 per day to see gorillas… 
The good news is that the rebels 
will protect the gorillas if they 

see them as a source of revenue….Another worrying aspect 
of not being able to track gorillas is that you don’t know if 
any of the animals have got caught in snares. As part of 
patrols Rangers remove snares, and sometimes intervene if 
a gorilla gets caught in one. For example gorillas 
sometimes get snares caught round their wrist. They cannot 
remove it themselves - instead of removing the snare they 
tighten it. This is how Karema, the Silverback killed in 
January, lost his hand as an infant. 

SEPT. 20 (Diddy & Innocent) Since we started writing 
reports in Bukima at the end of August, a lot has happened. 
On Monday it will be 3 weeks since the Gorilla Sector was 
taken by the rebels. 
·  Rugendo - 5 (3 BB, 2 Juv). Note: Noel’s wound is 

healing. Bavukahe’s left foot is not right. Skeleton of 
ADF Macibiri found 24 Aug 07 

·  Interaction between Kabirizi and the solitary Karateka 
on 23 and 24 Aug 07 in the sector of Kangugo and 
Bizenga. The Kabirizi family risked covering abnormal 
distances during these 2 days to avoid the attacker. 

·  The baby Ntaribi of the ADF Macibiri has still not been 
found. So as not to lose the individuals of the 
habituated families, it is desirable that the solitary SBs 
are also followed. For example in the recent case of 
Lulengo. 

·  The SB Lulengo disappeared in January 07 with the 
ADF Ruvebo. Alas only he did not come back with her. 

 
DIDDY 

Head of Tourism - 
Mwanaki Tshongo 

 

 



Sept. 19 (Diddy & Innocent)  
The rebels have consolidated their 
position in the Gorilla Sector. This 
means that it is a focal point for 
storing material and supplies, and 
deploying rebel soldiers. In other 
words an operational base….The 
rebels have also brought cattle to 
Bikenge, the other patrol post. This 
is not good because it means that 
they intend to stay for a while. 
Which means we cannot do our 
work….The army still controls 
Bukima and won’t let Rangers 
anywhere near the patrol post. If 

Rangers try to get close they are robbed. Eye witnesses tell 
me that the army have dug up all the Rangers’ crops near the 
patrol post (potatoes, beans etc) and destroyed the fields. The 
army personnel in our country are rarely paid, and so they 
steal to get food…..This news needs to get out to the world. 
We know from your comments that you are all following 
events here in DR Congo. Yesterday a TV crew from Al 
Jazeera came to the park headquarters at Rumangabo. They 
interviewed us about the security situation, and our inability 
to track and protect the Mountain Gorillas. We also showed 
them the remains of Machibiri, the fifth gorilla that was killed in the July massacre. We also showed them 
the graves of the Rugendo Silverback and females, which are at Rumangabo.  

Sept. 21 (Diddy) Kabirizi is our least 
habituated Mountain Gorilla Silverback in the 
Mikeno Sector, and the leader of 30 individuals: 3 
Blackbacks, 6 Adult Females, 3 Sub-Adult Males, 2 
Sub-Adult Females, 9 Juveniles, and 7 Babies. He 
has the largest family by far in the sector. His family 
was also the victim of attack in June, when a female 
was executed in the back of the head, and her 
orphaned baby left clinging to her breast. This 
orphan, Kabila, is now doing well in Goma under the 
supervision of vets and rangers. 
 
The Kabirizi family used to be the Ndungutse family 
- as you know Mountain Gorilla families are named 
after the dominant Silverback. But Ndungutse was 
assassinated in 1997 after being caught in crossfire 
between the DR Congo army and Rwandan rebels 
near the Bukima patrol post. 
 

Ndungutse was the son of Zunguruka - who died of old age. Zunguruka means “He who walks in circles”. 
So why the name? Well apparently when he was being habituated in 1986 he used to walk in circles.. 
Ndungutse had a younger brother, Salama - that means “Peace” in Swahili. Salama was calm and kind, and 
always brought up the rear of the group, with Ndungutse in front. In 1994 Kabirizi, who was then totally 
wild, solitary and wanting females, fought with Salama as he tried to steal some of Ndungutse’s females. 
The interaction was vicious, and Salama later died of his wounds. 

 
Rangers 

 
Innocent 

Mburanumwe 
Nzabonimpa 

Head of Monitoring 

 
Kabirizi   

Named after an ICCN Director who died in a 
traffic accident in the late 1990s. Kabirizi was not 
born into a habituated family of gorillas; he was a 
wild gorilla who became head of the family in 
1998. That is when he was given his name. 



So when Ndungutse was killed by 
bullets in 1997, there were some 24 
gorillas in the family of which 2 were 
Blackbacks: Karateka and Buhanga. 
There was also a very large adult 
female, Nsekuye, who did not want to 
be led by either of these young males. 
We think she just felt as if she was the 
oldest of the group and they were 
simply too young. So Nsekuye left the 
family with all the females, and 
Buhanga, the older of the two 
Blackbacks, left with Karateka and the 
young gorillas. Soon after, in 1998, 
Munyaga, then a solitary Silverback, 
took over Nsekuye and her females. 
At the same time Kabirizi took over 
the young gorillas from Karateka and 
Buhanga. Karateka and Buhanga 

became solitary. A few months later Kabirizi stole the females from Munyaga - therefore cementing his 
dominion over Ndungutse’s former family. 
 
So today Kabirizi would appear to be all powerful and unbeatable. But this is not necessarily the case. 
When a Silverback has a large family, he becomes scared because he has a lot to lose - he is vulnerable and 
needs to work hard to protect what he considers to be his. Kabirizi showed his strength when he acquired 
his family, but now he is afraid. When Karateka and Buhanga want to fight with him he runs away. We 
noticed this in August when Kabirizi and his family covered an unusually great distance to get away from 
Karateka. There are other solitary Silverbacks in the vicinity too - Bukima, Mareru, Pili-pili. These 
solitaries want a family, and they are willing to fight for it. This is how it all works however - should 
gorillas not interact and change females, inbreeding would become a major problem. 
 
Kabirizi still likes to show his strength nevertheless. Once when I was observing him he pulled a tree down 
on top of my head and gave me a nose bleed. This kind of thing happens sometimes, but it is normal for us 
because it is our job. Another time a ranger had a watch - the make was Disco - and it had flashing 
numbers. Kabirizi grabbed the ranger’s wrist and broke the watch with his fingers, smashing the glass. 
Then he just slumped away.   

Sept. 21 (Samantha) The situation remains the same. You have 
all been following it very closely in the international media - where it 
has been reported on extensively. We are still waiting to hear what 
happens between the DR Congo army (FARDC) and dissident General 
Laurent Nkunda. The DR Congo government wants Nkunda and his 
men to go to “brassage“. This as you know is when the rebels get sent 
to a “brassage centre” somewhere in the country, where they spent at 
least 3 months. What happens during these 3 months is that the soldiers 
are counted, identified, tested for their abilities and issued with a 
military card. Then the soldiers are deployed in the country, to a 
location as dictated by the government. This process was set up in 2004 

as a way to allow the country to move forward toward peace. All groups need to go through “brassage” - in 
other words all the different armed groups of the political parties in the country. Even the regular army does 
too. And most groups have indeed been through “brassage“. 
 
Where this will end I do not know. The ICCN Rangers continue to maintain their apolitical stance - this is 
very important. ICCN is lobbying hard to get back into the Mikeno Sector - but Diddy and Innocent cannot 
really talk about this for obvious reasons. 

 
KABIRIZI 

 
Samantha Newport 

Communications Director 
 



Sept. 25 (Diddy) Yesterday we arrested two men 
who are suspected of being part of a gorilla trafficking 
ring here in DR Congo. Following several weeks of 
intelligence work - which I cannot go into for security 
reasons - we infiltrated this ring, who said they had 
two gorillas for sale, at a cost of $8,000 each. We 
wanted to smash this ring and find the culprits. This 
work has been instigated by our Director Norbert 
Mushenzi, as part of the emergency program. He has 
been with ICCN for nearly 35 years so is very 
experienced. Unfortunately, this is what we found. A 
dead female gorilla of about 3 or 4 years old. 
Decomposition as you can see has already begun. This 
brings our death toll this year for Mountain Gorillas to 
10.  

Sept. 26 (Innocent) Mufabure is buried next to 
the others at Rumangabo, the headquarters for the 
southern sector of Virunga National Park. She joins 

the members of the Rugendo family that were massacred in July: Senkwekwe, Neza, Safari and 
Mburanumwe. She also joins Nsekuye, executed in June. Also yesterday me and Jean-Marie Serundori 
went to the Bukima patrol post with members of the UN peacekeeping mission in DR Congo, MONUC. 
We went to have a look. The patrol post is occupied by about 40 members of the army, with their families. 
They have ripped out the ceiling of the 2 patrol post buildings. I asked why but they did not answer. They 
have also destroyed all the crops in the fields that were planted by the rangers, like Augustin and Jean-
Marie. 

Sept. 27 (Samantha) I have just spoken to Augustin Rwimo, the head of the patrol post at Jomba. He 
is here at Rumangabo. He just spoke to one of his men at the Jomba patrol post and confirmed to me that 
the Rugendo family, Mapuwa family and solitary Ruzirabwoba are still being tracked daily by the rangers 
at Jomba. The rangers are still being allowed to do their job. It is my impression that following the negative 
press coverage that the rebels got when Karema was killed in January, they don’t want any more gorillas to 
die on their watch. But the rangers say all the gorillas of the 2 families are well and in good health, which at 
this point is a good bit of news.  

Oct. 3 (Director Mushenzi) The Mountain Gorillas of my country have 
been unprotected for exactly 1 month now. The first attacks on the Mikeno 
Sector took place on 3rd September. The sector is still occupied partly by rebels, 
partly by the army. There was more fighting between them on Sunday, just 
outside the park. I am told 17 rebels were killed and 5 army soldiers. I am still 
lobbying to try and get Rangers back into the park to track the gorillas. We hear 
that the Rugendo family has now moved toward the Bukima patrol post (from 
Bikenge). The Mapuwa family is still being tracked at Jomba. We still have yet 
to account for 54 of our 72 habituated Mountain Gorillas. Indeed, what is 
happening right now in the southern sector of Virunga national park, and 
especially in the Gorilla sector is very worrying and concerning because this 

sector is strongly militarized so that the movements of rangers are dramatically reduced. This increases the 
risk for these gorillas who cannot benefit from regular tracking. In addition, the possibility that these 
gorillas will be caught between the crossfire during the exchanges/conflict between the military and the 
rebels.. is something to worry about. 

This blog began as an individual exercise, but it gradually evolved into a wonderful team effort, involving a 
large number of people with one thing in common: a devotion to the protection of Mountain Gorillas. In 
recent months, a growing number of people from all over the world have joined our effort. So we would 
hope that you, wherever you are, whatever you do, would become an active participant in the effort to 
protect the mountain gorillas. A big part of the struggle is public awareness. If you have ideas on how to 
build this up, do please post comments on the blogs, or write to gorillacampaign@wildlifedirect.org. This 
blog is about gorilla protection and your efforts, as part of our team, are now a big part of it. 

 
MUFABURE  

Next to the other gorillas, also killed without reason. 

 
Director Norbert 

Mushenzi 



THE PSYCHOLOGY OF WORKING FOR FREE  
By Samantha Newport, Communications Director, Wildl ifeDirect 

As I turned on my computer this morning - Sunday, 8.25am - it crossed my mind that I have never worked 
so hard for so little, financially speaking that is. And I began to ponder the psychology of working for free. 
 
As you have probably gathered WildlifeDirect is staffed primarily by volunteers here in Congo - which 
doesn’t mean you don’t not get anything at all; you get enough to cover your living expenses i.e. food. 
WildlifeDirect also paid for our flights out here. Essentially a good deal compared to the traditional 
meaning of volunteer. So that means Will, Jonathan, Amir and myself essentially work for nothing, when 

we could be in our own countries making not loads, but 
definitely more money. And this is a proper job in the 
truest sense of the word - with the responsibilities and 
work load that a proper job entails. And I wouldn’t want 
it to be any different.  So why am I working so hard for 
so little? Why does the emotional commitment to a job 
outweigh financial incentive for some of us (and there 
are many people like us out there)? I have had numerous 
jobs in my working life - mainly as a journalist (when 
actually I did work really hard) and then in the risk 
management industry. Jack of all trades, master of none 
- maybe.  
 
There is something unique about working for something 
that you care about - something that makes you feel 
passionate, involved, driven, interested, working for the 
“greater good”. I would not feel this way about 
accountancy (apologies to all accountant out there), so 

clearly the subject matter - wildlife conservation - is key to all of this. And we are not idealists either - 
Congo has a gazillion and one problems, some of which affect us and some which don’t. But the 
frustrations are certainly there. So no one is under the illusion that we are going to change the face of 
wildlife conservation in Congo. It’s all about small steps. But those small steps are all-consuming and 
fascinating - and lead us all toward new experiences that enrich and fulfill us each in a different way. 
 

WILDLIFEDIRECT 
100% of your donation, net 
of bank transfer fees, goes to 
the field. WildlifeDirect is 
separately funded by private 
donors and the European 
Union. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION  

·  www.wildlifedirect.org 
·  http://www.wildlifedirect.

org/blogsList.php 
·  http://news.nationalgeogr

aphic.com/news/2007/08/
070816-gorillas-
congo.html 

·  http://www.wildlifedirect.
org/blogAdmin/gorilla/ 

 

 
Bikenge  

Diddy says, “Bikenge and Mambo are always 
playing together, especially hide and seek. 
Once they start it goes on for a long time.” 

 



 

SPONSOR A RANGER 
BY Kevin McFarlane 

My name is Kevin McFarlane, I'm 31 years old and married to Louise. 
We have one daughter Gracie, who is 2 in November and we are 
expecting another baby at the end of October. I live in Bristol, 
England and I am a bricklayer by trade but my passion is making 
music - mainly dub and drum and bass. I play out live around the UK, 
you can find me on myspace, here is the link:  
myspace.com/ebtpresentsdigitaldancehall. 
 
I've always loved animals, one of the first books I can remember was 
a gorilla book published in the year I was born. As a young boy I was 
always in awe of the presence and stature of silverbacks. In 1998, I 
went backpacking around the world for a couple of years, it opened 

my eyes to a lot of things. In China I saw dogs on the menu in restaurants and pictures of bears held captive 
for their bile in minute cages. In Thailand, I saw captive tigers with their teeth and claws removed so 
tourists could have their pictures taken with them and chimpanzees and  orangutans with boxing gloves on 
putting on shows. I was repulsed to the core and couldn't believe humans could do this. These images will 
stay with me forever and I knew then that I wanted to somehow help protect all these beautiful and 
endangered animals. I don't watch much TV, making music is my love, the only things I am interested in 
watching on TV are wildlife documentaries.  
 
I saw a program, an hour long documentary called 'The Hardest Jobs in the World' on the National 
Geographic channel and instantly found what I was looking for - real people you can sponsor  directly who 
do an amazing job and risk their lives on a daily basis in some of the harshest conditions in the world. 
These are not just men, they are real heroes. I was blown away by the work of the Congo rangers and 
looked them up on the WildlifeDirect website as soon as the program had finished. I found the website very 
informative with blogs of rangers and daily updates. I fully sponsor a ranger called Jules Aloma, this covers 
his salary, accommodation, patrol rations, equipment and uniform, ranger pension scheme, medical cover 
and transport. The idea is that, with the help of WildlifeDirect, all the rangers will be fully sponsored so 
they can keep protecting the wildlife in the Congo. Sponsoring a ranger has now made me feel that I am 
actually doing something to help a wonderful cause. Myself and my friend, Scott Boyce, recently had 2,000 
leaflets and some t-shirts printed for us and our children and we handed out the leaflets at the St Pauls 
Carnival in Bristol. We were amazed at the response from the general public who wanted to know more 
about WildlifeDirect and voiced how disgusted they were about the recent killings that had been reported in 
the news.  
 
It is extremely important to spread awareness of all critically endangered 
animals, the loss of habitat, poaching and the bush meat trade has 
decimated the world's most beautiful animals. I would love to sponsor 
every cause for every animal and if I was a millionaire I would put most 
of my money into doing it but gorillas are especially close to my heart, 
they are peaceful herbivores who spend the majority of the 
day eating and sleeping. They are a major part of our evolution and share 
many of our traits. I cannot and will not think of a world without these 
graceful animals, they deserve our protection. Here is the last paragraph 
from the gorilla book which my  mother bought me when I was a child, 
published in 1976 "If the gorilla is to survive, it is essential that national 
parks and game reserves should become sanctuaries in truth and not 
merely in name. In the vastness of equatorial Africa it should not be too 
difficult to find room for the gorilla, if only man cared to do so". The 
clock has been ticking and we are minutes from midnight to save all 
endangered animals, it is down to us to try and stop the clock.  

Kevin and Scott 

 
RUZIRABWOBA 



The Godzillian Mouse Traps of Poverty 
by Gilbert Mulamba,  

As I am writing this short article, so many directions and ideas are bubbling in my mind regarding which 
aspects of poverty to write about. I am putting myself in the shoes of the extremely poor people in Africa 
who are still enduring the ills and traps of poverty. 
 
Poverty is like a gargantuan or godzillian mouse traps to catch humans and blind them from even 
envisioning any light at the end of the tunnel. Although most nations in Africa are blessed with incredible 
natural resources, the people still can not rip the benefit from their riches because they can't move from 
under the trap. A trap works like a trap. When a mouse is caught, it is pinned down on a base which is 
represented by the land in the case of African nations. The people do not even own the land that they live 
on, as if the much-touted independence of the continent merely happened on paper. The first and foremost 
cause of poverty on the African continent can be attributed to the ill-effects of colonization. Although this 
era is long gone by, the poor nations of Africa still find themselves victims of an unbalanced system. 
Remember the cash crops?.... to fill the needs of the former Metropole....Just look a the logging contract 
signed with central African nations under the watch of the World Bank. Because of the globalization needs, 
the world is turning a blind eye to the strife in Africa. 
 
I partially disagree with those who are convinced that poverty in Africa is solely self-inflicted. One can not 
compare poverty in industrialized nations and poverty in Africa. In the western world, poverty is a line, a 
zone set by some threshold measurable parameter such as income. On that basis, some poor in the United 
States for example can afford to have two cars or a Jacuzzi. Anyone can eventually jump over the poverty 
line by a combination of personal effort and social policies already in place. But if you are under a trap, 
someone must lift the fork to free you. Then only you can readjust yourself to get back on your feet. 
 
What kind of thing should be lifted off the back of the poor African nations? Institutional and policy 
restraints rooted in the colonial system; cash crops; low price for goods from Africa; unbalanced mining 
contracts; destabilization of states to create a parallel black market of much needed resources; loosen the 
rope of debts that is around poor nation's necks. 
 
While all these weight are being sequentially lifted, the African nations could also start to shake the dust off 
their backs by working on some their own internal issues. They can start by showing accountability, 
eradicate the excessive regulations and harassment that easily deters local and foreign investors. They could 
work on reducing the capital flight, make reforms so that their economies are not so much under state 
control. They could tackle the over population issue, prioritize access to safe drinking water, strengthen 
their healthcare, establish government policies that do not favor urban over rural zones, provide better 
income for populations. Education and literacy certainly will play a major role. 
 
All the external and internal factors addressed in this article must be dealt with to engage the fight against 
poverty in Africa which still has the largest concentration of the world's poorest populations.  To eradicate 
poverty it will take a concerted and sustained effort from the concerned nations and its partners. A large 
number of people in rural Africa live in extreme poverty with severe limitations and even the inability to 
fulfill a lot of basic human needs. The results from living in these extreme conditions are numerous. They 
range from the destruction of the environment, high percentage of child labor to illiteracy and unproductive 
populations ravaged by diseases.  African populations desperately want to get out of poverty. 50 years after 
most African countries independence, the people are tired of the status quo. Every time we speak to people 
and friends back home, we feel their pain, hear their laments as they feel out of breath. People living in 
extreme poverty in Africa and elsewhere in the world all needs a breath of fresh air that could come 
through courageous reforms in which the global world need to actively and fairly participate.  We have to 
admit it, globalization is not fair with some of the poorest nations on the planet. In fact it has widened the 
gap between the have and have not.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
http://www.drcongochildren.org/ 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Osc3JnNh8xM 
http://gvnet.com/streetchildren/Congo.htm 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1494555.stm 
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/drcongo_34658.html 

 
Biography: Gilbert Mulamba is the Director of DR Congo Children & is the Director and Producer of 
the documentary film “Street Children of Kinshasa”. He is also an independent artist and scientist based in 
the Research Triangle Park in North Carolina. At the age of 9, he started playing on a piano that his father 
bought from a retired American Missionary in his native Congo. He has recently released his first CD, 
Trustin’Him.  
 
He is passionate for worship music and writing music scores for movies. He scored “Dear Angry” , a short 
film by Anthony Miller, produced by Award-nominated Director David Creech, featuring Mark Joy and 
Jeff Campbell. He also composed the theme and music for a film released by Lilacfilms in the RTP area by 
producer April Mial. He has done some TV and radio commercials as well. The street Children of Kinshasa 
is his first solo documentary release. A native of the DRC, Gilbert was born during the post-independence 
turmoil, during which time his parents and himself were fed thanks to UN Food distribution centers in 
refugee camps. Gilbert remembers that in 1974 he was one of the boys in the multitude running after Ali’s 
motorcade to get a glimpse of the Champion during his stay in the former ZAIRE for the rumble in the 
Jungle boxing match. 
 
Gilbert Holds a Master in education from his country and Master degree in Biology from West Chester 
University (PA). He went on to work for 7 seven years as a Research Scientist for one of the most 
influential virologists in the world at Harvard Medical School in Boston. He has authored and co-authored 
several articles that have been published in journals such as The New England Journal of Medicine. He 
currently resides in Raleigh, NC with his wife Sylvia and their two children Jessye (11) and Jeremy (7). He 
works as Scientist with a fortune 500 company, Cardinal Health in the RTP area. He also serves as 
musician with Raleigh international Church. He speaks English, French, Lingala, Swahili, Tshiluba, 
understands Kikongo and is currently learning Spanish.  
 

A STORY OF HOPE FOR A FORGOTTEN NATION:  
Cries of WHY? 

by Jeanne Ngondo, President and Founder of the Shal upe Foundation 
The Shalupe Foundation is a new non-profit organization that began in 2000. Shalupe's mission is to be 

apolitical in all its activities. We firmly believe that self-
sufficiency is the means for reducing and someday ending 
the horrendous poverty that is the current state of the 
majority of the people in the DR Congo (DRC).   Our goals 
are: to re-supply badly-under-equipped hospitals; to shelter 
and school street-children; to sponsor small businesses for 
people to be self sustainable; to educate about HIV 
prevention.  Our efforts to date, while commendable, have 
only managed to help a few, largely due to lack of funds as 
well as our being immigrants ourselves to the USA and 
dealing with language and custom barriers.  We have had 
to take a long hard look at what the problem is; who we are 
helping; and what are the causes of the problems in the 
DRC.  We are determined as an organization and as a 
people not to let 5 millions of our brothers and sisters who 

have perished be swept under the rug. We said our kids were not going to go to war at the age when they 
are supposed to PLAY war, and what war, for whom, against what? Our research yielded the most heart-
breaking answers, Congolese people are not beggars looking for a hand-out from the western world, but 
strong people who are being continuously robbed and raped by all: foreign countries, neighboring 
countries, big companies and of course all condoned by our own head of states and politicians.  

 
Jeanne Ngondo "Mama Jeanne" 



 
We have one of the most fertile lands, in the world for agriculture, but the population is starving due to the 
war in the east where most of the food comes from   Our natural resources consist of : Cobalt, copper, 
tantalum, petroleum, gold, silver, diamond, zinc, manganese, tin, uranium, coal, enough hydropower to 
supply water and electricity for the whole of Africa, naturals gas, vast amount of timber from our rain 
forest which is the biggest in the world after the Amazon, 80% of the world's reserve of Coltan and so on.  
 
We have a fertile land, a land that, according to some, has more natural resource than anywhere on earth.   
We have resources that should be money making, improving the economy, reducing poverty and improving 
life style of the Congolese people.  So why are we one of the poorest nation in the world?  Are the 
Congolese people lazy? No.  Are the Congolese people being exploited by large corporations and nations 
that are illegally exploiting our natural resources? Yes.   
 
Coltan which is needed to have cell-phones, computers and/or an electronic device work for long periods 
without getting very hot as it used to many years ago, comes from Congo. But the United Nations has 
reported that the Rwandan army has made 250 million dollars in 18 months from selling Congolese Coltan. 
This is where YOU can help. Who are they selling the Coltan to ? To get the coltan women are raped, 
whole families are brutally killed, whole villages burned and all that is hidden under the stigma "another 
African civil-war". Why is no one talking about the slaughter that is happening in the DR Congo but all we 
hear and read about is Darfur.  I do not begrudge the Darfur publicity - what is happening there IS genocide 
and must be stopped.  But what of the 4 million (FOUR MILLION) Congolese who have been killed since 
1998?  The stolen profits made in the DR Congo from our natural resources are actually funding the wars in 
the area, including Darfur.  The United Nations report states that “the profits from the sale of coltan, helped 
fund the Rwandan genocide; is a contributing factor in the genocide in Darfur; and is a major contributing 
factor in the instability of the entire region.”  Why isn’t anyone doing anything to stop this?  Stop the 
source of funds for weapons which are used against men, women and worst of all, the children of Africa? 
 
The other problems are poaching and the deforestation of the rain forest. The rain forest has been sold to 
timber companies to be razed, and you may assume that this is just a Congolese problem, but if the forests 
are cut down there will be 30 billion tones of CO2 released in the atmosphere, that is equaled to 4 years of 
current global emissions of CO2. Can you, can we as a world afford that? Where will all the inhabitants of 
those forests go? Mountain Gorillas are becoming extinct: their numbers went down by 90%. And to put 
this all in perspective:  If everyone on earth had equally available to them, the same amount of technology, 
electric/gas/oil consumption etc., it would require the total available natural resources of the equivalent of 
FOUR EARTHS to provide the resources.  Do we have four earths? No.  Do we have equal distribution of 
resources? No.  Should there be equality of resources? Yes.  And it certainly means that the profit from the 
natural resources of the DR Congo, should remain with the people of the DRC and it is THEY that should 
benefit from the profit. 
 
But reality is that with war for the natural resources will continue and the Congolese people will die.  Even  
without war the Congolese people will die from poverty. But in 2007 this kind of barbaric pillaging should 
not be taking place as we all satisfactorily tell ourselves "there's nothing we can do”. We can pressure 
companies to only get “blood free” and “gorilla safe” resources from the DR Congo; to legally purchase 
Coltan, Timber, Diamond etc... such that the benefit will be in the economy of the DRC and not a few 
people from foreign nations.  Time magazine (http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1198921,00.html) 
in 2006 wrote an article about the DRC stating: “ Some wars go on killing long after the end.  In Congo, a 
nation of 63 million people in the heart of Africa, a peace deal signed more than three years ago was 
supposed to halt a war that drew in belligerents from at least 8 other countries, producing a record of 
human devastation unmatched in recent history.  The IRC estimates that 3.9 million people have died …. 
The country is plagued by bad sanitation, disease, malnutrition and dislocation.  Routine and treatable 
illnesses have become weapons of mass destruction… 1,250 Congolese still die every day.”  And to put it 
all in a global context the article states: “Fixing Congo is essential to fixing Africa”.  
 
How can you help?  
·  Write to your senators and ask them to support the passing of HR 2634.   “HR 2634 directs the 

Government Accountability Office to undertake a series of audits of past lending by the US, 
international financial institutions, , and other creditors to countries with demonstrably odious debts, 



such as the Democratic Republic of Congo and Liberia.”  Africa Action states: “Africa's over $200 
billion debt burden is the single biggest obstacle to the continent's development. Most of this debt is 
illegitimate, having been incurred by despotic and unrepresentative regimes. The U.S. and other rich 
countries have resisted calls to cancel this debt, instead proposing partial solutions that are inadequate 
and impose harsh economic policies on indebted countries. Please consider taking the following action 
coordinated by the Jubilee USA Network, which can help us to advance our campaign goal of 100% 
debt cancellation for all impoverished African countries without harmful conditions.”  Please write or 
call and support this important piece of legislature. 

·  Financial contributions to Shalupe which will be used to support shelters for street children in 
Kinshasa,  and school fees and medical attention for the children (approximately $25,000 per month); 
provide a housing, education, food for the 2 refugees we currently are supporting as well as 3 children 
whom we would like to help but who are currently living in foster care. 

·  We are currently trying to raise an additional 5 million dollars to expand the shelters, employment 
training centers and to re-equip medical supplies in the hospitals which currently are lacking even the 
most rudimentary necessities for treating patients. 

All monetary donations will go a long way to help the Congolese people but all that we are doing is 
temporary.  What will really help this poverty situation to end is to educate the people here in the US and 
other countries as to what is happening in the DR Congo and to educate the people in the DR Congo so that 
they have the means to be self-sufficient.  An educated populace is less likely 
to fall prey to exploitation, greed and political propaganda.   So please, 
educate as many people as you can about the DR Congo and ask them to 
educate more people.  The DR Congo is my home country and the Congolese 
people are my people and I am asking that you consider helping a nation to 
heal, regain strength, regain its dignity and end the senseless deaths of 
children dying for lack of food, lack of medical care and most importantly, lacking people outside of the 
DR Congo caring about what happens to them.  Please help us, help those that are unable to help 
themselves for together we can make the DRC and the world a better place for the children. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
www.shalupe.org  
And please read the Time Magazine article: 
The Deadliest War In The World, Sunday, May. 28, 2006  
By Simon Robinson, Vivienne Walt  
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1198921,00.html 
Biography: Jeanne NGONDO KASONGO, Shalupe Foundation, Founder and President,  
Born in Kananga Kasai Occidental, D. R. Congo  
Wife, mother and grand-mother  
- Bachelor of Science in Political Science and Business Administration  
- English certificate and Public Relations  
Career : Executive secretary and Head of Public Relations in a Bank, Kinshasa 1976-1982  
From 1982 - present Business woman with a clothing boutique, art gallery (Kinshasa DRCONGO) 
Since 1990 Youth of Kinshasa empowering and small crafts training.  
Languages : French, Lingala, Tshiluba, English, some Kikongo and Swahili. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



�
���������� �
SHALUPE FOUNDATION NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

The Shalupe Foundation needs volunteers to help with fundraising; help developing promotional material; 
help developing a network of donors and volunteers.  We are also looking for two people to serve on our 
Board.  Please contact us if you are able to help this important new foundation and monetary donations are 
also always welcome.  Thank you for considering volunteering at the Shalupe Foundation.  For more 
information: www.shalupe.org or to contact: fondshalupe@yahoo.fr  

WildlifeDirect 
How to be a Gorilla Conservation Associate  

WHAT IS THIS? 
You can now work directly with a Congo Ranger in Virunga National Park and support him in protecting 
the last remaining Mountain Gorillas of Congo. Your chosen Ranger will have his own blog which will be 
updated regularly, and will be a place for you to ask questions and find out about what is happening in one 
of the most isolated areas of the world. We have to raise $244 a month to enable one ranger to do his work 
and support his family (this includes his salary, medical cover, equipment, rations etc). WildlifeDirect aims 
to fund 70 rangers operating in Virunga National Park, home to half the world’s gorillas – some 380 
individuals - and those facing the most severe threat from poachers and rebel groups. Their job is to 
safeguard the Mountain Gorillas and the rest of Virunga, an area unmatched in Africa for its biodiversity.  
 
WildlifeDirect does not take a percentage of donations to the Rangers; we are separately funded by donors 
who cover our administrative and running costs. 100% of the funds that you provide (except a minor bank 
fee, that is charged separately by the bank) goes to the Ranger that you are supporting, and to his work. For 
more informaiton: http://www.wildlifedirect.org/gorilla-associate/ 

STREET CHILDREN OF KINSHASA 
If you would like a showing of the documentary, Street Children of Kinshasa, email: 

gilbert@drcongochildren.org 
The manager of the children’s center called La Charite Plus located in the commune of Kasavubu in the 
capital KINSHASA, DRC has informed me about the situation of a young orphan named Sarah Kadengi, 
who will be moved out of the center because she has a skin infection and they fear contamination to the 
other children.  
 
Here’s Sarah story: She is 11 years-old, is currently in 4th grade at Christ-Roi School and has been in the 
center since last year.  In March of 2002 when she was only 6 years old, her father died, followed by her 
mother 7 months later. She was left orphan with three other young siblings. Her mother’s sister rescued all 
the 4 girls in November of that same year. By mid-2004, the aunt’s husband started loosing it. The girls 
were deprived of food for days, beaten, their clothes ripped so that they wouldn’t go anywhere… Then the 
four girls were accused of being witches by the couple who rescued them. They were taken to a local sect 
where the “Prophet-Pastor” gave his confirmation that the girls were witches. The girls suffered more 
brutal abuse until Sarah decided that she could not take it anymore. At age 9 she ran away to live on the 
unsafe streets of Kinshasa for 10 long months, sleeping anywhere and begging for food, until an employee 
of MONUC, Sophie Mafuala, brought her to the center in Kasavubu in may of 2006. 
 
Sarah was born with sickle-cell anemia and it is reported that her health is very fragile. She constantly 
needs medication such as Ranferon-12 (which contains Folic acid, a vitamin supplement that helps the 
body make new red blood cells). She also needs penicillin to prevent infections. Due to lack of penicillin, 
Sarah contracted the skin infection that warranted her isolation from the other children. I will send in some 
money to the center next week for her treatment. Would you please join me in helping the center take care 
of Sarah? All you have to do is skip a combo meal at any fast-food restaurant and send that money to 
drcongochildren.org and we will forward the funds on your behalf. 
 
I trust that you will act upon reading this sad reality. What would the future of the DRC be like if we do not 
take care of kids such as Sarah? Would you, your organization or church join me in this effort? Thank you.  
Contact me for additional information: gilbert@drcongochildren.org 
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The Kabirizi family is the largest family of 
habituated gorillas with over 30 individuals.  
Their home is in the middle of the fighting . 

Humba the Silverback - also caught in the 
middle of this human conflict 

Rangers who work to protect the Gorillas.  
Rangers rarely receive their monthly salaries 

even though it is only $5-$10 a month.�

 
Baby Ndeze  

Baby Ndeze was orphaned in July, 2007. 
  

Tumaini of Kabirizi Family �

 
Bilali and Son�

 
Humba, the Silverback�

 
THE BRAVE RANGERS 

To learn more:  
wildlifedirect.org 

�
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SEARCH KINDLY ORGANIZATION 

MAKE SEARCH KINDLY YOUR HOME PAGE AND RAISE FUNDS F OR NONPROFITS 
Search Kindly lets you donate money for free just by using Google from this page instead of any other. All 
of the money that we make through advertising is donated to charities that you select.  This months 
organization is WildlifeDirect!  Please help raise needed funds for the rangers. 

http://www.searchkindly.org/index.php 
Write or call your cell phone provider and ask  

if the coltan used in your cell phone is  
“blood free” and “gorilla safe”.  

And always recycle electronics ! 
Please considering writing a letter to President Ka bila asking him to take 
stronger action to stop the horrific violence again st women and young 
girls. Letters for Congo president: UN Action Again st Sexual Violence in 
Conflict, P.O. Box 3862, New York, N.Y. 10163  For more information: 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L30471668.htm OR 
http://www.comcast.net/entertainment/index.jsp?cat=ENTERTAINMENT&fn=/2007/08/23/746246.html 

"Of all the creatures, man is the most 
detestable. Of the entire brood, he's the 

one that possesses malice. He is the 
only creature that inflicts pain for sport, 
knowing it to be pain. The fact that man 

knows right from wrong proves his 
intellectual superiority to the other 

creatures; but the fact that he can do 
wrong proves his moral inferiority to any 

creature that cannot."  
- Mark Twain - 

 

Thank you to all the people who have helped with th is 
Special Edition Newsletter: Gilbert Mulamba, Jeanne Ngondo, 
Kevin McFarlane, Samantha Newport and a special tha nk you to all the 
rangers of WildlifeDirect for allowing us to us the ir words and photos.  

 
 



Poverty Program note:  We had just finished posting the Special Edition Newsletter 
(http://www.povertyprogram.com/news.html) on the DR Congo on the Poverty Program website 
(www.povertyprogram.com) and were making notes on some formatting issues when we received a press 
briefing from WildlifeDirect (see below).    
What you can do: 
Support a Ranger: http://www.wildlifedirect.org/blogAdmin/gorilla 
120 Rangers have been killed in the past 10 years trying to protect the Gorillas, including one ranger who 
was killed in the past month.  The Rangers and their families have served for many years without pay or 
with minimal pay ($5-10 a month).  They put their lives at risk to protect these endangered gorillas. Daily 
rations for 5 Rangers: $15; Ranger monthly support: $45; Monthly support of families of deceased 
Rangers: $30. 
Spread the word: Please help spread the word about what is happening in the Gorilla Sector of the 
Virunga National Park: repost this on your blogs, email to everyone on your email lists; write letters to your 
Representatives, Senators, President Bush, Presidential Candidates, the UN, your local newspapers. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  7th October 2007 
More information on  www.wildlifedirect.org/gorillaprotection  
 
CONGO REBELS RE-SEIZE GORILLA SECTOR AFTER HEAVY FI GHTING 
 
Rebels in DR Congo re-seized the Gorilla Sector Sun day in Virunga National Park 
after heavy clashes with the army, leaving the Moun tain Gorillas totally 
unprotected.  
 

This latest move by forces loyal to renegade Genera l Laurent Nkunda sparked 
renewed fears for the safety of this critically end angered species as shelling and 
heavy gunfire was heard from the park headquarters at Rumangabo.  (see map) 
 

Fighting between rebels and the army has been ongoi ng in this area since 3 rd 
September, and tracking and monitoring of gorillas had been limited to only 18 
animals at Jomba. Until last week the situation had  appeared to be calming, and 
Rangers were lobbying to re-enter the sector to tra ck the Mountain Gorillas. As a 
sign of escalating conflict however the Rangers at Jomba were forced to flee 
Friday because the rebels were trying to force them  to become combatants.   
 

Norbert Mushenzi, Director of the Southern Sector of Virunga National Park for the 
Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature (ICCN) said, “We still cannot protect 
our gorillas. This conflict has no place in the park, least of all in the habitat of these 
animals. We hope they will be unharmed.”  
 

10 Mountain Gorillas have been killed since January, and conservationists are worried 
for the fate of the remaining 72 habituated Mountain Gorillas that have been virtually 
unmonitored now for 5 weeks. There are an estimated 120 wild Mountain Gorillas in 
DRC. 
 

Dr Emmanuel de Merode, Director of WildlifeDirect said “This is a human conflict that is 
involving the Mountain Gorillas. They are not a target, but can so easily get caught in 
crossfire and shelling. It is also now a real possibility that the rebels may cut off the road 
between Goma and Rumangabo, thereby totally isolating the Rangers.” 
 
The Mountain Gorilla sector, also known as the Mikeno Sector, was attacked in January 
2007, when two Silverbacks were killed. An adult female was executed in June and in 
July 5 were massacred causing an international outcry. In September a dead infant 

 



female was found in the hands of alleged traffickers who are now facing judicial 
procedures in Goma.  
 

ICCN and conservation NGOs including WildlifeDirect, Frankfurt Zoological Society, 
ZSL, DFGF(I) and IGCP are currently funding a $100,000 3-month crisis management 
program. The program aims to increase the number of rangers patrolling the sector and 
the frequency of these patrols, but it is currently on hold since rebels took over the sector 
5 weeks ago. WWF has also pledged $20,000 to this program. 
 

 “This appalling security situation is making it virtually impossible to implement the 
emergency program. There is a lot that we need to be doing, and we simply can’t,” said 
Lucy Fauveau of the London Zoological Society.  
 

Some 1,100 Wildlife Rangers protect the National Parks of Eastern Congo, a region 
affected by a 10-year civil war and current political instability. These parks are home to 
mountain gorillas, chimpanzees, forest elephants and rhinos. The Rangers have 
remained active in protecting these parks, four of which have been classified as World 
Heritage Sites by UNESCO.  
 

Wildlifedirect.org  was set up to support conservationists in Africa working on the 
ground in isolated and often dangerous conditions, notably the Rangers of DR Congo. 
The website hosts a number of blogs, allowing for direct support of and participation in 
conservation programs. WildlifeDirect is funded by the European Union and private 
donors; 100% of donations go to the cause that is supported by the donors. 
 

Mountain Gorillas are critically endangered, with only 700 remaining in the world, about 
380 in the Virunga Volcanoes Conservation Area (shared by DRC, Rwanda and 
Uganda) and 320 in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, Uganda.   Despite the conflict in the 
region, their decline had been reversed up until January 2007 thanks to international 
support and courageous conservationists coupled with the popularity of gorilla-watching 
tourism. In September 2007 there were 72 habituated Mountain Gorillas in DR Congo. 
2007 Mountain Gorilla Killings in Virunga National Park, DRC 

� January – 2 Silverbacks killed 

� January – 1 adult female missing since this time 

� June – Kabirizi Family attack: 1 female killed, 1 female missing since this time. 1 
orphan in Goma of deceased female 

� July – Rugendo Family: Silverback killed, 4 females killed (including an adult 
female whose remains were found weeks after), 1 orphan in Goma (Ndeze), 1 infant 
still missing/presumed dead. Total toll of attack on Rugendo family: 6 dead (including 
infant presumed dead), 1 orphan in care. Family down from 12 members to 5, with 
only one female now in the group that is not of a reproductive age. 

� August – Silverback Lulengo missing since January found. 

� September – female infant found dead by suspected gorilla traffickers. 

� Total killed to date in 2007: 10 

� Total missing to date in 2007: 2 
Congo Rangers work throughout the country to protect the National Parks of Congo 
and their wildlife from poachers, rebel groups, illegal miners and land invasions. Over 
150 Rangers have been killed in the last 10 years protecting the 5 parks of eastern DRC, 
and Rangers worked throughout the civil war without receiving a salary. Rangers 



continue to struggle to fund patrols and many are directly supported by donations 
received through Wildlifedirect.org.  
Virunga National Park , Africa’s oldest national park (established in 1925) and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1979, is home to half the world’s mountain gorillas. 
Formerly known as Albert National Park, Virunga lies in eastern DR Congo and covers 
7,800 square kilometers. The park is managed by the Congolese Institute for the 
Conservation of Nature, the Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN). 

WILDLIFEDIRECT  
100% of your donation, net of bank transfer fees, g oes to the field. WildlifeDirect is 
separately funded by private donors and the Europea n Union. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
·  www.wildlifedirect.org 
·  http://www.wildlifedirect.org/blogsList.php 
·  http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/08/070816-gorillas-congo.html 
·  http://www.wildlifedirect.org/blogAdmin/gorilla/ 

 
 


